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pupils in attendance. The expenditure for
the year just closed was $1,961,900,000,
with nearly 27,000,000 in attendance.
Because of the suspension of building
operations from about $400,000,000 annually, previous to 1930, to $154,000,000 this
year, it is estimated that 250,000 pupils were
obliged to attend on a part-time basis, and
150,000 were taught in portable buildings.
Four thousand new rural schools are
needed and about 18,000 need repairs.
School children are inadequately supplied
with text books in many locations. The purchase of these books has dropped 30 per
cent since 1930. The old books are badly
mutilated and in some places two and three
children are obliged to use the same books
in studying their lessons.
IN THE AGE OF BRASS
Last session the average annual salary
paid to teachers in exactly half of Virginia's hundred counties was less than $600.
In Accomac county the average annual salary in 1931-32 was $375.
SURRENDER
If I should die
In some far place
That I may chance to find,
There I will lie:
Where'er I roam
Sun, stars and face
Of happy hills, and wind
Will make it home.
—Edna Tutt Frederikson
OVERPLUS?
There is much more to water than H20.
There is fog and mist and dew and the
"slapping of great green seas." Sometimes
the objective tests do not get at the realities.
—Dean Lee Paul Sieg, University of
Pittsburgh.
We never really get an idea until we
have thought it for ourselves.—Harry Emerson Fosdick.
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THE READING TABLE
Broadcasting Health. By J. Mace Andress and
J. H. Goldberger. Boston: Ginn and Company. 1933. 80 cents.
This timely and original book about foods
in relation to health is useful because its
novel form of weekly broadcasts—by the
pupils of a model school over station H. H.
S. (Health, Happiness, and Success)—is
written to appeal to children of the upper
grades and junior high school levels.
Photographs, cartoons, graphs, maps, and
charts are valuable not only for the factual
information about food, but for aid in the
successful correlation of this subject with
geography, history, and general science.
Mae Brown.
College Readings in Poetry ; English and
American. By Frances Kelley Del Plaine and
Adah Georgina Grandy. New York: Macmillan. 1933. Pp. 507.
Not offered as a new or different collection, but rather as a middle-of-the-road anthology of standard ■ readings in English
and American poetry, which are usually
studied in college freshman and sophomore
English courses. No separation is made
between these flowers of a common culture.
Nineteenth century poetry bulks large in
the collection, occupying 300 of the 476
pages of text.
The Teaching of Art. By Margaret E. Mathias.
New York: Chas. Scribner's Sons. 1932. Illus.
Pp. 351. $3.00.
Teachers of art in teacher-training institutions have long been in need of the type
of book which Miss Mathias has now written. The author's experience and training
have qualified her to write with assurance
and authority regarding art principles and
also concerning children's interests and activities. Her constant sensitiveness to the
needs of the child, and her sincere respect
for the ideas and appreciations of children
are a delight to one who has worked in this
field. Little has escaped her attention regarding art which would be of value in the
training of future teachers. Though the
book is addressed to the student in training,
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no teacher of children in the field can afford
to be without access to this worthwhile
volume.
Chapter headings include Why Teach
Art?, Observing Children, Line, Form,
Value and Color, Elements of Vision, The
Principles of Arrangement and Their Application to Art Problems, Letters and Lettering, Drawing, Art Appreciation, Units of
Work, Lesson Plans and Practice Teaching.
The chapter on Principles of Arrangement,
which is especially fine, has been divided
into three parts; The Principles, Art Problems in Training School, Art Problems in
Teaching. Under the third division such
topics are taken up as: Children s Art Activities, Children's Aesthetic Interests, principles of education in relation to art, problem of exhibitions, Holiday Art activities,
etc. The illustrations are carefully and well
chosen to bear out the points made in the
text. At the close of each discussion many
problems are suggested to give the student
exercise in trying out her ability in the subiect just covered.
G. M. P.
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of pictures and short sketches of the work
and educational philosophy of various
American educators of the past.
For evaluation of the superintendent s
qualifications and progress, three types of
material are presented: (1) a self-rating
scale on the collective and individual aspects
of leadership in the superintendency; (2)
the personal qualities reported as essential
to leadership; (3) an annotated bibliography.
B. J. L.

Educational Leadership; Progress and Possibilities. Department of Superintendence Eleventh Yearbook. Washington, D. C.: l he_ Department of Superintendence of the National
Education Association. 1933. Pp. 544. $2.00.
The Commission has given us a full and
comprehensive study of the preparation for
and the responsibilities and contributions of
leadership through the Superintendent's office—from the national organization to that
of the county or small town. It therefore
involves material of particular value to the
school executive, as well as of paramount
importance to the would-be superintendent
and to the student of public education in the
United States. It emphasises the true leadership of the superintendent of schools, declaring that he who has no problems has
ceased to grow. "The social needs of today are the educational problems of tomorrow."
The book is rich in data relating to this
phase of education and presents a number

Research Barriers in the South, by Wilson
Gee New York: The Century Co., 1932. Pp.
192. $2.25.
One of the popular fallacies refuted by
this careful study is that living conditions
are cheaper in the South than in the North.
As a matter of fact statistical data show that
the price of food and clothing, of electricity
and gas are higher in the South. Anthracite coal is cheaper in the South—if the
Southern professor can use it in large
enough quantities, he may balance his salary as against his Northern brother!
If
the income of the Southern professor is
lower than that of his colleague in the North
and West, it means that he is denied the
very things which operate to make him
more effective and useful to the institution
and community which he serves."
The author is director of the Institute
for Research in the Social Sciences in the
University of Virginia. He has here presented concisely the findings of a committee
that had investigated the reasons why social science research has been severely retarded in Southern institutions. Thoroughgoing statistics were gathered from 42 universities and colleges of the South and from
57 like institutions of the North and West.
Factors which account for the steady
"drag" of superior talent from the South
are examined. Higher salaries, lighter
teaching loads, and more encouragement
from administrative authorities are found
to be significant advantages in the Northern
institutions.
C. T. L.
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A Children's Symphony. By Satis N. Coleman.
New York: Bureau of Publications of Teachers College, Columbia University, for the Lincoln School of Teachers College. 1931. Pp.
218. $2.00.
This book is an exposition of the actual
achievement of elementary school children
of the Lincoln School in composing and
playing a symphony. It contains the complete score of the Symphony of four Movements, a rather detailed account of the experiment from its inception to its consummation, and a brief discussion of the historical background of the symphony.
It is a pretentious piece of pioneering in
creative expression and represents the third
symphony from children's themes under the
direction of Mrs. Coleman—"The flowering
of a series of vital musical experiences and
fundamental growth." The children not
only composed the themes but played the
melodies, in many cases, upon instruments
which they themselves had made. All of
the 137 children in the upper elementary
grades played in the orchestra. This fact
is significant.
Mrs. Coleman warns against the "possible
misapplications of the idea" into something
spectacular, and urges its use for "the
child's continuous musical growth and personal integration."
B. J. L.
Radio, The Assistant Teacher. By Ben H.
Darrow. Columbus, O.: R. G. Adams and Co.
1932, Pp. 271. $1.90.
This pioneer volume in the field of "educational broadcasting" gives the history of
the movement, the purpose and scope of
this field of education, and affords an outlet for the enthusiastic planning and review
of work done by the author. Pictures, bibliographies, types of programs, and means
and methods of checking the value and getover quality of programs, are given in some
profusion in a volume that is unfortunately
not all that the esthete in publications would
like.
It is fortunate that such a volume should
be available and especially at this time,
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when the National Education Association
is making a fight for less commercialization
of the radio and also, through its fine lectures by leaders in American education, is
struggling to prevent the complete wrecking
of the American public school system. The
radio must be made the servant alike of
genuine amusement and of education.
W. J. G.
Art in the Primary School. By Peter S. Smyth.
New York: Isaac Pitman & Sons. 1932. Pp.
100. Illus, $2.25.
One trained in the traditional methods of
studying and teaching art may be thoroughly in sympathy with modern scientific
studies of the child, but may find it very
difficult to change his habits of thought and
methods of teaching to conform with the
new psychology. Such an one, it seems
to this reviewer, is the author of this book.
Though thoroughly sympathetic with the
best in the modern trend, he relapses again
and again into the old methods.
The book contains chapters on memory
drawing, imaginative drawing, design, and
a final chapter on form, notan, and color.
The frontispiece, a memory-drawing chart,
should prove quite helpful to the thoughtful
teacher. This chart shows in comparison
average drawings of various objects from
children of five, eight, ten, and twelve years,
and from the retarded child. The author
believes that drawing is a means of expression ready at hand for the child through
which he can release his emotions and enthusiasms before he is adequately able to
express himself through writing. Therefore children should be given much opportunity to draw. "A state of truthful expression and technical accuracy is usually
accompanied by a loss of aesthetic quality,"
states the author, later, in discussing the
drawings of children. The chapter on design is well illustrated with decorative line
drawings, many of which could be quite
suggestively helpful.
In the last chapter the author relapses
wholly into the traditional method, and sug-
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gests a series of art-for-art's-sake studies
in still life which would attract the child
already interested in art, but might have
direful effects on the other ninety per cent
of the average class in our public schools.
G. M. P.
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discussion of the subject must necessarily
be, and Mr. Abercrombie, himself a poet,
writes with simplicity, ease, and charm.
Edna Tutt Frederikson

The Living Language : A Latin Book for Beginners. By Wilbert Lester Carr and George
Depue Hadzsits. Boston; D. C, Heath and
Company. 1933. Pp. 404. $1.36.
Poetry • Its Music and Meaning. By Lascelles
Abercrombie. London: Oxford University
"One learns to do a thing by doing it, not
Press. 1932. Pp. 64. $1.00.
by doing something else. That, in essence,
The author's declared purpose in this
is the theory back of the functional methlittle book is to show those who are at the
od."
beginning of their interest in poetry how
The Living Language is organized for a
this interest may be developed, and to sugfunctional approach to the learning of Latin
gest how it may be cultivated into a lively
forms, syntax, and vocabulary. It provides
and secure enjoyment. In the first section,
for functional as well as for formal drill
entitled "The Music of Poetry," Mr. Aberand testing. The entire course exemplifies
crombie defines and explains metre and
the spirit of modern pedagogy and comes
rhythm, and discusses in detail the kinds of
close to the ideals of the Classical Investigametrical pattern. He also treats of the use
tion of 1924. Like all first-year Latin
of rhyme and alliteration for structural and
courses, the ultimate objective is that the
ornamental purposes, and touches upon
pupil learn to read Latin. But this book
other aspects and qualities of the poetic art.
differs from other first-year Latin books in
The second section deals with the meanthat it extends the functional method to its
ing of poetry, the better half of what the
fullest and most effective use and puts into
poet has to offer his readers. The idea of
service the technique of leading from the
poetry is to be associated with some unusual
known to the unknown as no first-year book
power in the sense of the words rather than
has yet done. Underlying the thoroughwith metre, says the author. To quote digoing application of the functional approach
rectly i "The poet relies, indeed, on his
in this book is the conviction of the authors
music for the full expression of what he has
that it is the most telling means of gaining
to say; but the importance of the music deand holding the present-day pupil's interest,
pends on the meaning of the words." Withof creating in him desirable attitudes toward
out sense, then, verbal music is nothing.
Latin, and of giving him those abilities,
This sense must be expressed in imaginaknowledges, and skills which are necessary
tive diction, which is the infallible sign of
if he is ever to read Latin.
poetry. The author considers the kinds of
This is first of all a reading book. About
experience which inspire the poetic art, and
seventy-five pages of connected meaningful
from this topic passes logically to a discusLatin are presented in dialogue and story
sion of technique in lyric, epic or narrative,
form intended to be read orally or used in
and dramatic poetry. Quotations from the
actual conversation. Latin is spoken and
great English poets illustrate and clarify
heard as well as seen and read. By a carethe author's points.
While this essay is only an introduction ful grading of vocabulary and sentence
structure the pupil learns to read Latin as
to the study of poetry, it serves the purpose
Latin in the Latin order. The content is
of introduction exceptionally well. Both
on the history, traditions, and mythology
high school and college students, as well as
of the Ancient Romans.
the adult reader, should find it interesting
Because Latin is thus spoken and heard.
and useful. It is no more technical than the
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and because Latin is made to live for pupils in familiar English words and in the
growth of their own English vocabulary
from each day's study, the book is called
"The Living Language." Almost every
Work Unit contains practice materials
specifically directed to the pupil's acquiring
an increased knowledge of the meaning of
Latin words related by derivation to more
or less familiar English words or to his
acquiring an increased knowledge of the
meaning of English words related by derivation to more or less familiar Latin
words.
By the end of this first year's work the
pupil has become acquainted with 1400 different Latin words which include 78 per
cent of those given in the College Entrance
Examination Board's "Latin Word List for
the First and Second Years." He has mastered through formal drill six hundred
words as a minimum, including practically
all the words in Hurlbut and Allen's "First
Year Latin Vocabulary." He has also
mastered for reading purposes forty rules
of Latin grammar and about seven hundred grammatical forms. But of greater
significance than this knowledge is that the
pupil is able to read connected Latin passages as Latin.
Additional helps are a section in English
on the Roman School, the Roman House,
and Roman Dress, and a section of Latin
songs set to music.
J. A. S.
Art in the Classroom. By Lawrence M, Halpin.
New York: Isaac Pitman & Sons. 1932. Pp.
124. Illus. $2.25.
Art, according to this author, "when used
in connection with a present-day school
curriculum, is meant to include various
branches of drawing, such as drawing in
mass, drawing in outline, imaginative drawing, out-door sketching, design and lettering,
with the employment of various media as
pencil, pen and ink, and water colour." In
conformity with this idea, the author suggests many technical studies in light and
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shade and color, made from various cylindrical, rectangular, and other objects seen
about the home and school. The emphasis
is on technique.
The book should have been copyrighted
in 1882, for the methods suggested were in
good form at that date. In so far as the
reviewer is informed, recent psychological
studies of children and children's interests
have convinced progressive teachers that
this method of approach to art is not good
teaching for the average child. The author
has some good points in his book; but,
though he seems quite sincere, he is certainly misguided when he produces a book of
this nature today.
G. M. P.
Writing Poetry. By Marie Gilchrist. Boston;
Houghton Mifflin Co. 1932. Pp. 131. $1.50.
An assistant in the Cleveland Public Library introduced young people, meeting as
a Poetry Group, to a large amount of good
poetry. By exposure and by practice they
learned to "put into their own words all the
vigor and warmth that an experience held
for them." The talks by Miss Gilchrist comprise half the book, poems written by members of the Stevenson Room Poetry Group
the other half.
This book is an able presentation of the
theory and special technique of creative
writing.
OUR CONTRIBUTORS
BRUCE R. PAYNE, president of the George
Peabody College for Teachers at Nashville,
Tennessee, is a national leader in education. In
the South Dr. Payne stands a bulwark in support of the cause of teacher training.
S. C. MITCHELL is professor of history in the
University of Richmond. His long and distinguished career as an educator includes his
presidency of the University of Delaware and
of the University of South Carolina.
NELLIE L. WALKER is supervisor of kindergarten in the State Teachers College at Harrisonburg.
RUTH M. HOLMES was fourth-grade supervisor in the training school at Harrisonburg
during the session of 1932-33.

